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Subsection 3.—Languages and Racial Origins of Immigrants 

Languages of Immigrants.—At the Census of 1941, only 115,414 persons 
or 1 p.c. of the total population were unable to speak either English or French, 
but the percentages, by racial origins, of those speaking neither official language 
varied greatly. 

The Immigration Branch does not record the ability of immigrants to speak 
the official tongues of the Dominion; the statistics appearing in Table 5 relate 
only to the mother tongue of the immigrant. The great majority of those coming 
from the United States naturally give English as their mother tongue, regardless 
of their racial origin. In the calendar year 1945, 405 persons (10 years of age or 
over) coming from the United States, many of whom were undoubtedly of French-
Canadian origin, gave French as their mother tongue. In that year, persons from 
all countries giving English as their mother tongue constituted 92 • 9 p.c. of the total 
and those giving French 2-7 p.c. 

5.̂ -Mother Tongues of Immigrants, 10 Years of Age or Over, 1936-15 
NOTE.—Dashes in this table indicate that no immigrants were reported for the corresponding stub item. 
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21 

6 
14 
2 

10 

1 
2 
7 
6 

20 

6 
6 
7 

8 
6 
1 

17 
1 

12 
14 
4 

9,054 
1 
4 
3 

332 
28 

5 
7 
1 
4 

4 
3 

37 

2 
19 
3 

11 
8 
5 
1 

20 46 

9,286 12,354 14,099 14,326 9,660 8,195 6,452 6,998 9,582 17,068 

1 Includes Ruthenian and Ukrainian. 

Racial Origins of Immigrants.—The great bulk of Canadian immigration 
of the past generation has been drawn from the English-speaking countries and from 
those Continental European countries where the population is ethnically closely 
related to the British, though for some years there was an increasing immigration 
of Slavs. Since the outbreak of war in 1939, the predominant racial origins of 
immigrants havebeen'British, French and Jewish. 


